Double standard can add to pain of abuse

B Although people often
treal molestation of voung

mien by women as i joke,
victims say it can do
long-term damage

By Robert Tanner
ASSOCLATED FRERS

A 1 T-vear-old g in upstate
Mew York 5 foreed |nto sex by a
miale teacher, Irstead of sympathy,
the stdent gets harassod for caus-
ing trouble for o popular feacheor,
threwtened and pushed arouncd by
other girls, Just six weeks befone
graviluiuteon, she quits school

A 1 Tvearald bay in Colorado
i seduced by his aftractive fe
male feacher A nelghbor tells the
feen's mian il was o sexual con-
quieat 1 “cllmbing Mount Ever-
eql.” He has to hide from the
crush of media attention.

They are crimes and abuses,
but often they're freated as en-
tertainment, Girls are pressod
into tha role of seducer or naive

victim. Bays ore seen as studs.
segual mmiscniclud by taachers
15 remarkably common in Ameri-
can schools, an Associated Press
lvestipation found. Hul how
Americans resct 10 |1 i desply split
depending on the vicim's gm?ﬁr

"Filywnced, ey thinle i such
i hid thing when a Fetn luid
it a young age I el you, §'s not
i hﬂ%ﬁiﬁlﬂ Jeft Plcktharn,
wiho speaks fram experience

He was 12 when he began
huving sex with hils geventh-
grade teacher, who was 24. “They
say That guy's lucky. I say, ‘Mo,
hi's not lueky at efl.""

AL the time, Pickthom might
have agresed with them. For sev-
aral months, be had sex with his
teacher until his parents Tound
ot and the teacher was pres-
sured tix resign

it lefl him "with o bound-
aries,” b says now af age 54, his
life marred by affairs, gambling
and ramed marminges

The AP's survey af five years
of state disciplinary actions

ogninst tegchers found thot 2570
eddiscntors were punished for sex-
unl miscondaes.

In the ¢ases in which the wie-
Lim's gender was clear, the large
proportsn were Temale, Alaost
nine aut af 10 of the affenders
wera mile.

But the boys who are drawn
it sexusal reditionships with thesr
female teachers gel an over
swhebming amound of sttention, es-
pecizlly when the woman i at-
tractive. They're the subject of
hieavy news coverage, jokas from
late-nigh TV comacs wmd Wb siics
with photos, videos and more,

What's more likely 1o be de-
scribed s rape or soounl sbwso
whan the wicltim is female turns
imb & “iryst”™ o @ “sesunl Oasan”
when the perpetrafor is female
pned the victim o male,

"Prosecutors try hard not to
trvat theso cases differently and
ned to apply any kind of double
staindard, Buf there are some
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JASOMN EICKMEYER of
Hammontan, M., i suing a
female high schoaol teachsr,
gaying =he sexually assaulied
him and wialatad his civil rights.
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very real double standards in so-
ciety thal affect how these cases
will be accepted by {umrs and

" gald Michael Sinscors,

an assistant state atorney in
Tampa, Fla

He prosacuted Dwebra LaFave,
g former Florida middle school
teacher who admitted to heving
sex with a 14-year-old male sta-
dent.

Public attention paid to the
25-vear-0ld Blond newhywed
quickly went “off the charts,”
Sinacore said, after photas sur-
fzeed an the [eternet of her ona |
motorcycle in a bikinl

“There's something wrong
with making a celebrity out of
somesne accused of a sex
crime.” he said. |

Ultimately, the victim’s family |
sougit b avoid a trial because of
the media attention. LaFave |
pleaded guilty o lrwd and las- |
civious battery and got house ar- |
rest and prabation.

The earlier cose of Kay
Letourneau mesmerized i
and televigion. A married mother
of four, she had two children by
& giudent. She went 10 prison buf |
later married the sadent, by then
21, after she got out.

Coloredo high school teacher
Carrie MoCandless got 45 days
behind bars for unlawiul seooual
contact with 8 17-year-old male
sudent.

Mot knowing the vicim was
her son, a friend remarked to the
e mther that heving sex with
MeCandless would be like “cimb-
ing Mount Everest” for any boy,

I comtrast, the case of teacher
Eevin Poppleton in upstate Mew
York got slmost no medis atten-
tion.

Hiz 17-year-old victim, iden-
tified as Amanda C. in state
records, said Poppleton threat-
ened to kill her if she talked and
“other girls would scream and
yell at hor and push her arownd
the locker room,” His licenss was
revoked.

Students are franmatized by
“E:If: wnl:, ﬁ;‘cﬂmuﬂmﬁ
g n. Yef the pu .
tion selmeq trnthg I|:I|:i.l-“m{:tml

Look at the way pop culture
presents fescher-student sex with
a wink amd & nod- the 1084 Van
Halen song “Hot for Teacher®;
the 1958 trash-noir movie "“Wild
Things" about & made high school
teacher with two manipulstive fe-
meabe shedents; this year’s hit ca-
ble TV show “Entoorage,” in
which ane of the mabe characters
brags about having sex with a
high school teacher




Approving atifhudes can aven
be found i the courts,

“It's just something befwreen
T people that clicked bevond
the teacher-sudent retationship,”
# New Jersey Judge said as he
dismissed prison time for a
teaches who admirted having sex
with & 13-year-ald student, *1 re-
ally don't s2a the harm that was
dona, ard cenalnly soclety does-
o't need to be warried.®

Judge Bruce Gaets wes later
reprimanded, but at least ona
academic report found that his
VHMW 18 COammian

A 204 University of Buffalo
study gauged ions of
mﬂm-shﬁ: e It found that
i female teacher with a male stu-
dent was most offen seen as a
“normal part of growing up” and
respondents were less likefy to
conclude that the teacher should
lnse her license,

But male respondents, in
marked contrast from women,
were more likely to see pumnw
aspects in these
less |ikely to see long-term d.i.l'l:l

3 wha treat boys
say they r doubly — from
the abuse itself, and from the
view that they were lucky.

"A boy is likely, with a femiile
teacher, to claim that it wasn't a
problem, it wasn't molestation, it
wasn't abase, e wase't et by
it,” said Richard Gartnee, 3 New
York psychologist and author of
“Beyond Betrayal: Taking Charge
of Your Life After Boyhood Sex-
ual Abuse.”

Bay ar girl, victims often and
up with relationships framed in
terms af power and controd, Dot
affection.

But bovs' pain 5 overlooked,

*In our seciety, we're social-
fzedd to think that men aren’t vic:
tims, that that's the provinee of
women,” Gartrer gald. *To aay
that youo are a victim and partic-
uwlarly & sexual victim, for many
boys and men, is fo say that
you're not entirely 8 man.”
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